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INTNODUCTORY

To My Relatives

Sor:rces

i'ielsh surnames



'i.ihen I first began eariy in f981 lo collecr a ferv fabts is the

hope of compiling a family history' I had little idea that the task

would take so long, vrould involve so much ted.j-ous searehing of the

available record.s and above al.l would prove to be so tine-consurning.

Now at "rast I think I have gone as far as I reasonably can in piec-

ing together tlie connection beirqeen so maay fanilies. Some looae

end.s remainr but there .:Q.f,mes a stage when the flesh recoils fron

the drudgery of pursuing what is Likely to be a fruitlees quest any-

how. so I have ,lecid.ed. to call an end and to present what I have

doae to the nany relatives who have heiped. ne and who have dLubtless

wondered.,"rbether I should ever prod.uce a result. to all those who

have aid.ed me I gi.ve r:y sincere thanks. I hope they will find' this

book r.rorth waiting for. I a-n sure it contains nj.stakes' l{o matter

how harc one tries to avoid. them, in copying out rough notes made in

graveyards, for instance, or d,one in pencil in record offices aad

registries r.rbere nothing else raay be used; in typing and re-typingt

errors inevitably creep in. PLease forgive tbeno; but do please te1l

me r,rhen you fiad. them, so that I can send corrections to everyone

concerned.

tr0ldt unhappy, far-off thingstr are part of nany a famiJ-yrs

history. wben I have found them, I have let then take their place

j-n the chaPters that foJ.J-ow frwarts and a].].tt as Cromr"re]-]. is sai-d

to have insisted. one sh,ould not fudge,history, b'owever hunble it

nay be.

standard of tbe tYPj-ng. I am not

typiag can be read. t"iy handr'riting

read wiih sorae difficultY, as I too

$y own rougb, notes.

I aPologise for i;he low

a good tYPisto but at least mY

is much worse, and can onl'Y be

find out wben I struggle witb

Some of my sources bave been in the welsir language, which I

spoke as a boy in the colloquiai style that passed in fanj-ly circles 
'

though outside those circles the universal language in tsarry and

the Vale of Glanorgan was Eng}ish. I d'i d not take i'ielsb as a sub-

ject in school and. so did not learn much of the graclaar' l{everiiie-

less, I have ventured to translate iato Fnglish, wiih a littLe d'iff-

iculty and a dictionary, passages iron sffigN cYi{]lu and other public-

ations for the benefit of lhose cf you r,rhose *no"rledge of 'dlelsh is

even less than nine. For tlie poor ciuality of these transiations'

toon L offer my apoi-ogies :-n advance'

Whyhaveldonej-t?Isupposetheanswerislhat,asfar

as I could, I just wanted to lcnovr'

J .1 .!1.
Dec. 1984



It nay be hel.Pful to
with then if I nention verY

have discogered the detai-ls
For most of the more recent
relied on "vhat 

r:ry relati:res
remoter past I have d.erived

and documents.

SOURCES

those of ;rou viho are not far:riliar
briefLy the nain sources where I
assembied in tb.e following pages.

fanily developrnents I have, of course,

have told ne. Informati-on about the

from Grany and various places, records

PARISE REGISTB,S_ kept by the establj.shed church over cent-

uries are by far the nost inportant 1ocal records available to the

amateur genealogist for those iong period.s before the start on 1st

July 183? af our national system of civii registra',,ion in England

and trfales. ?hese o1d parish registers vary a great deal: some were

well kept, otbers not. The early ones especially were not rritten
in uniforn printed booirs designed for the purpose, but in r"ihatever

the incumbent could find to hand. Baptisms and burials were often

not eatered i.'nmediately ia any kind of register, but only perhaps

in rougb notebooks, intended. to be 'nrritten up j-n the register proper

at a later d.ate. In this way, it is thoughtr many entries lfere

nissed, vicars and curates were forgetful, scraps of paper were

nislai-d. l{any of the older registers are now tattered' sofie have

been lost altogeiher.

BISEOP 'S TRANSCRIPTS were copies of tlee registers ihat
to the d.iocesaniucunbents rvere required to nake and send in

registry annually, usually after Lady Day. ?hese transcripts can

sonetines help in malqlng good the deficiencies of tne pari-sh reg-

isters, though they too have not ail survived. At one time they nad

to be written on parchment (at the vicarrs expense) and some of the

18th centrrry transcripts I have seen l.rere closel-y written on such

tiny scraps of parcb.ment that I have often rvond.ered that they were

not lost long ago, All the transcripts for tbe i'Jelsit dioceses are

now held by the I'lational I,ibrary of i'Ia1es, 'u';hJ-cir has many of th'e

parish registers too, though most of tbe latiefre now deposited

at County Record Offices.

l,rlhen we come to the 1!ih century the investigator find's

the going a lirtle easier. Parish re6isters stil-l figure prom-

inently in i:is researches, but they are less old, tney are better

icept and nxore carefully preserved. There are also sone sislw
REGISTERS, now mostly '"vj.th the Fublic iecord Office in London, thougb

scme of the lielsh ones are al the National Li-brary of 
"'Iales. 

These

registers i4le?e kept nainlrv by non-confcrnisi chapels' iiost narriages

and. burials of Ci-ssenters were recorded in the reEisters of the

church of Eagland., because only church marriages were valid in law

anri non-r:onformist char:el-s d.id. not at first haVe lheif own buriaL



ground.s. Births were a di-fferent matter, not generally recorded,
at all' only the christenings being registered by the loca1 clergy.
st&t Baptists d'id not believe in infant baptisn. Even those sects
that d.id sprinJcle their children could. d.o eo without calling on
ih" u""oices of the parish pri-est. However, from time to tine it
becane necessary to produce evid.eace of birth. Ad.nission to gov-
ernrnent posts usual-ly required, the prod.uctlon of a certi.fj.cate and
no!'-co!'formists struggled. bard. for the recognition of such certif-
icates signed by tbeir o',.in ministers, f or which purpose they began
to keep their own registers. Many Baptist chapeJ.s too began to
keep registers of bi.rtbs. rn some case6 these [oo-parochial bap-
tisnal or birtb registers are vastly superior to tbose of the
established church in the amount of detai-]-ed iaformation tb,ey give,
particularly those of the I'lethodists, who gave their chapels unj-form
printed books in wb.i.cb to enter cbristenings, a good, exanpre is
th'e old register of rabernacle chapel, cardigan, now at tb.e public
Record. office, fron which r was abre to corlect mush valgablc
infornation about the Jalres famiJ.y.

On 1st Ju].y 18i? tnere began in England and Wa].es the
cIvIL REGISTRATI0N system that wc have today, under r"rhich aJ-J- birtbs,
aamiages and deaths are supposed to be registered.; with penaltiee
for failure to do so, but cnly since 1g?5. rndexes to the registers
are availabre for consultation, either rocal.ry, or nationarly at
st. catherincts ffouse and. ar-exandra House (for deaths) in Lond,on.
A fuJ.l- \certificate 

r.ril-I tod,a;r cost ,fl!.
The CENSUS RETURNS,vrhich become availabJ-e for inspection after

1oo years, comprise aaotb.er very useful source. The first decennial
ce:lsus wa,s taken in t8ot, with others foll0wing every ten yeans, except
in 1941; but tb.e first four of these record.ed. only the nuarber of persons
ia each household. and not their names. rn any case the detai.red
returns ror i8ot-t8lt have been d,estroyed, Individual narnes were first
r+ritten down in the 1841 returns. Five census returas are now open
to public scrutiny, taken on the foLlovri-ng d.ates:_

?th June 1841
J0th l{arch 1851
fth Apri_1 18,51
2ad Apri]- 1871
Jrd Apri1 1BB1

unfortunately because of the poor quality of the ink some of these
are now so faint as to be virtually ilregible. photo-copies can be
ordered at a cosi of s1 a pate anc r have been pleasantly surprised
to find how legible a copy ihe staff at the pubh-c Record office
can make out of vef;y unpromising nateriai.

{



Otirer good. huniring grounds are churc

vrhere the j-nscrirrtions on gravestoneg can someti-mes furnish a

'tlea]-thofinfornationaboutanentirefanily.Theold.erstones
are fast beconing ind.eci;herable through lcng exlosuren "vhile
effortstotidyupburialground.sandtosinplifynaintenance
cause the loss of many others. soru.e effort is being devoted by

r,arrilyl{istorySocietiesandsini].arbodj.estocopyingandindex-
ing these iascriptions, but the a::iount of rtork invo}ved is enorxxous

and volunteers are few'

Reports in LOCA], r.Isr.,ISP+P}3S, raainly in ,t}re last 1Oo years or

Sorcanyieldavaluableharvesttotbepatientresearcher.l{ews.
paperswereprintedforthoset+b'ocouldread'andwhocou}d'Spare
themoneytobuythen,sotheearliestofthendidnotcaterfor
thecornnonpeopleorreportlheirdoings'unlesstheywereofa
criminal or scandalous nature' The spread of education late in the

19th century brought aboui great changes in contents and customers'

fheNewspaperLibraryatColinda}einl{orthWestLondon(abranch
of the British Library) houses a fine coll-ection of aatioaal and'

loca1 newspapers going back over very nany years' in some cases

a].mosttotheverybeginnings.TheNationalLibraryof\.jalesbas
a section devoted. to bind.ing and preserving 1.{elsh and other news-

papers and magazines'

I,I-ILLScanbemosthelpful,aswiJJ-beseenfromthefewcopy
r,rilIs I have included in this book' Some of them naltre a]-l t'Jre

testatorts children; others mention brothers and sisters' nephews

andgrand'chi1d'ren.InanActoflgs?par-iamest3-egis3.atedto
centralise in 

'he 
civil courts of England and 

"'Jales 
the granting of

probate and letters of administration. Sefore lB58 the proof of r'riLls

aadth'eissueofgranishad'forcenturiesbeenamatterfortheeccles-
iastical autborities' Und'er the old system grants could be obtaj'aed'

in a nultiplicity of church courts, someti.:mes in the Prerogative courts

ofCanterburyandYork'moreoftenintheconsistorycourtofthe
diocese,butirostfrequentlyofa].].inthearchdeaconries-inl,{ales
thearchdeacoarycourtsfunctioned.}argelythroughsurro6ates,i.e.
localpriestsappointecibytheecclesiasticalcourttodealwilh
testanentarymatters;suchwerethevicarsofSt.I,iaryls,Cardj.gan
andatonetimethevicarsofCol"lbrid'ge.Afterrtb.asbeenprcved'a
will is a public docunentl a vaiuabie safeguard aSainst wrongdoing'

Fron,lE5B trre Probate Regisiry at Somerset ilouse iras kept ali wills

and the public can searcb the indexes f,here' and can haveifr fl*3*a"a.

produced and" can order a copy. liost of t!:'e'urills proved'/before 1858

arencvJdepositeca.ttbePublicRecordofficeoratCountyRecord
offices. Pre-18!8 r'+ii]-s lroved in Jal-es arc kept at tbe l*ationaL

LibrarY of 'v{ales'



LAND TAX-,ASSESSI"iENIS (LEAs). The Land Tax is said to date from

an Act ot'1592, though sinj-lar taxes had been levied on property'

before thea. Paynent of land. tax on freehold prcperty worth.S2

or nore anaual-ly.establisbed a voting qualification, which is one

reason urhy the records ltere kept by the Clerks of the Peace. The

only entirely uniforn record is for the year l?98 fot'almost the whole

of England and l^IaLes, which is contained. in 121 leather-bound. volulres

in the Public Record Office at Kew. Otherwise such record's as still

exist are now with the County Record Offices. llo assessments for
Card.igansbire have survived except as part of the 1?98 tecord at

Kew. Between 1??2 and. 1909 the rate of tax was 4s. in tbe $' on tbe

estj-mated annual rental value; it is said that in rnost counties no

revaluation of lroperties i{as made after the end of the 17th centuryt

so rentals aaC assessments have an unrealistic appearance. The Act

of 1692 provided that Rornan Catholics who refused to take the required

oaths were to be charged double and relief was not granted' for a

century or so. The tax couLd be redeemed by payment of a capital

sum at rates which varied from tj.:ne to tirle. Compulsor;r redenption

in certain events, e.g. the death of the beaeficial or''nert was intro-

duced. by the 1g4g Tllrance Act; atl unredee::ced tax was finally abol-

isbed by the Finance Act of 1963. The vaLue of the LTAs for the

genbatogist is that ',,be records state ihe i"rames of ihe proprietors

and the occupiers of the rroperties assessedl some of then also

state tb.e names of the properties, others do so only occasionally'



Cne of the difficulties of any i{e]-sh genealogical' research

arisesfronii:egreatprevalenceofcoiflnonsurnanes,andthatin
rurnarj.sesfronthefactsof\,Jelshhistory'InEng;landfanily
surnames ldere gradually adopted fron lhe 1ztb century onldards'

aifirstanongihenobilityand...^iealthierclasses'ancthenthe
customslor,llyspreadthroughal}social}evels,sothatbyaboul
liOO it is thought that' nost people in England had hered'itary

surnanes,derivedfrompl.acenames,occupations,descriptivenames
orjusirelationshipsr€'$'patrontrrmics'Ini^ialestheearlycon-
questsofthel{orraans\.Ierelinitecinextentandit''^lasnotuntil
tbe c,rr4paians of Ed.ward I LrL 1282/84 tirat the vrhole country '""as

broughtunderEngl-ishrule.E'lenthen,r,.lithcertainmodlfications'
he lef t the ,;Ie1sh to be governed by their own laws ' 

including th'e

custonrofgave}kind,underwhichatarcantsdeathhisestatesl.Jere
d.ivid'ed anong his sons'

IN TEE STORY OT' SI]R'NA]VIES bY L'G'PiNC (1969) it is said fbat:-
identitY and
pedigree r,vithilBecause of the need for every-*10 t" pl:::..h*:

iil"li*nl' t"^'ni"-i;";' 
- 
!'1e 1l?:.sh*ii-:i"::::^n::

illt i""rtis nina and on hi's lips; hence there was no need for

surnaBes. rr

rrRees ap llorgan ap Evaa ap Carad'oc ap tsleddin ap Griffith was

not a =rrttaiu in the fngfish u"t'"" it *ff' but a string-:f--

genealogi"if-f*"t", * ""Ait"ntary 
pedigree' The ltreJ.sbman rn

reciting these six aane" 
.h";-;tlit 

li" i:re """ount 
of hinself

andhisfaroil-yforanunareaand'fiftyyears.Hel-:ner.lw}rer'ce
he came, ."a iliu exact genealogy 'tas a rebuke to those r'rhose

genealogicar knoruledg" tu"t-"onlinea 'io a vague account of

grandad..'"t
It . . . tn 1542 ilenry VIII put through.Parl-iament the Act

which united England .na-Wii"s. l^Iit[' the passing of this Act '
English 1";-p;;ailed' in r'qales' and one of the consequences

vras that surnaaes be6an t;;;-assumed. For if the Engi-isit

lawyers refused to recognise l.leish law and customs, ihey also

looked for tbe sursarres riiit wb.ich they were farniliar in Eng-

land . . . . To the wels;;;; lhiu *""oi oou thiag' that he had

to conform to trnglish *"il*""i-to. t"L" a surname' IIe did 60 by

takiag tnu nan" iearest io fti-' that of his father'rl

llehadbeenaccustomedhitheftotoca]-tbi-mse].frSaY,t'JobnapEvanll.
Norlthelawyerorofficia}wou].d'turnthe'tEvanl'intoasurnamein
tbewaythatr,tasalreadyfani].iarinEnglishusage,byad.d'ingan'lsl'
t,o nake it ,rEvans,, . Thus John 6s6ame Jones, 'riJilliarn became 'niilliams t

Griffithbecame,Sriffiths-theyarepaironymics,thesimpl.estfora
of surnailes. The rapid' spreacl of ihis practice of' as it l;eret manu-

facturing surnaxxes could (and did') scnetines bring confusion and

lead'tofatirerantlsonbearingquite.]ifferentsurnanes.Ifthe
fatber had' bitherto called hircself Evan ap G.',+ilyn (I,';ittianr in nng}ish

hecouldendupasEvan:fi].].i.arrs,whilehj.ssonr,;ouldbeJo}rnEyans.

A1I this nay explaln hou i'Ial.es cane f,c be a iand in::abited

by people naned Evans, lfiJ'iians ' 
Jones ' 

Davies etc ' 1

nothing to ease lhe task of the pati'ent searcher for
but ii does

his forebears



rrhen he is confronted' vritb' a $ass of such entries in the o1d

registers, i'rith little cha4ce of being sure whlch' if any' of

then are the ancestors for wb'om he is ].oolciug'

Alearnedarticleon|tsurnamesinGlamorganfror:the1}tbto
the tSth centuriesrf appeared in cI'lo'RODORIOll T&TNSACTIONS 1961'

Partll,inuhichtheauthortracedinnumerableexanplesofold'
$jelsh bynames and nicknaaes derived fron occupati'ons' place-naaest

physicalcharacteristicsand'otb'ersourceswhichwereinconinon
use - sonetines along with the ttaptt custom as well - in tbe earlier

centuriesoftheperiod.surveyed.Itseensthatlfalesatonetime
did not l.ack the potentiality for just as varied a structure of

surnamesasnowexistsin:jngland.Thedifferencewastbatt.rhen
it came to putting naaes down onto official paper, tb'ose who d'id

so in England were using a language they and the people knew and

spoke daily; r"rhiLe in Wales a couple of centuries later the job

r.rasdonebyanalienoranglicised.administrativeclasseither
i6norant of or without synpathy for tbe language spoken by tbe

greatbul]coftheinhabitants.Inthesamewsyitwastbeinf]-uence
ofanalienclergyandotherofficialsthat]-ed'totbeprevalence
ofEuglishChristiaanamesandthe,rirtualcisappearanceoftbeold
!{e]-sbChristial:lames'nowfortunalel-yreturningagain.Theautbor
of the article concludes bis study on a note of sorrow th'at the

patroiynica}formsshouldhave.oustedsonanyoftheo]-d,.',.Ie1sh
bynames.

$The erinination of so many ?f !1",|io" old idelsh nanes is

a matter of regret, roi--l["ir distj-activc variety was rep-

]-acedbytbemonotono"""uii"ityofJohn,i.triJ.}ianandThonas
r,rhi-ch the patroolrmacaa-uJiut"o oi no*"nclature perpetuated'

until coasolidation ";";;;;-;hat 
lhe joo"u"t 

' l{il-liu'oses and

Thomasesshouldbel.litirusforever,,eventhoughweseeksone
escape tod.ay with oor 

""ntiuliu.rr 
"plt;;;'-o*tuu"(t'torriston 

Joaes)'

our hyphenated ".,rto*"!-igd*;"a"-iUo*""), 
our ercphatic initials

(S. T.Roberts) , and' our reversions to I ap rtr '

l


